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For : METHOD AND DEVICE FOR ROLLING A STRIP OF VARYING 
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. AMENDMENT 

I hereby certify that this paper is being deposited 
with the United States Postal Service as first class mail in 
an envelope addressed to: Assistant Commissioner for 
Patents, Washington, D.C. 20 

J anuary 14. 2003 

Date of Deposit 

Bradley B. Geist 27,551 

PTO Registration No 

January 14, 2003 

Date of Signature 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

The enclosed PTO document entitled "Filing of 35 U.S.C. §111 Application" dated 

December 16, 2002, was received on December 23, 2002. Applicants' attorney submits herewith 

papers previously filed and received, which clearly indicate that the PTO has concluded that U.S. 
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PATENT 



Application Serial No. 10/030,333 "is considered the national state application of international 
application PCT/DE00/02073 ." 

Accordingly, Applicants' respectfully request that the PTO paper dated December 16, 
2002, be vacated. Applicants also note that the PTO's "Attorney Docket No." is not correct and 
should be changed to A34859. 




Bkffley B. Geist y 
PTOTleg. No. 27,551 
Attorney for Applicant 
(212) 408-212-408-2562 
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NOTICE OF ACCEPTANCE OF APPLICATION UNDER 35 U.S.C 371 AND 37 CFR 1.494 
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The applicant is hereby advised that the United States Patent and Trademark Office in its capacity as an Elected 
Office (37 CFR 1.495) , has determined that the above identified international application has met the 
requirements of 35 U.S.C. 371 , and is ACCEPTED for national patentability examination in the United States 
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The United States Application Number assigned to the application is shown above and the relevant dates are: 



10/01/2002 10/01/2002 
DATE OF RECEIPT OF 35 U.S.C. 371(c)(1), (c)(2) and DATE OF RECEIPT OF ALL 35 U S C 

(c)(4) REQUIREMENTS REQUIREMENTS 



A Filing Receipt (PTO-103X) will be issued for the present application in due course. THE DATE APPEARING 
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371 REQUIREMENTS HAS BEEN RECEIVED IN THE OFFICE. THIS DATE IS SHOWN ABOVE. The filing date 
of the above identified application is the international filing date of the international application (Article 1 1(3) and 
35 U.S.C. 363). Once the Filing Receipt has been received, send all correspondence to the Group Art Unit 
designated thereon. 
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Application No.: 10/030,333 
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DECISION 



This application is before the PCT Legal Office for consideration of applicants' 15 
April 2002 "Response" to the United States Patent and Trademark Office's (USPTO) Notice 
entitled "Filing of 35 U.S.C. Ill Application. Applicants request that the papers filed on 20 
December 2001 be treated as airequest for national stage processing of international application 
PCT/DE 00/02073 under 35U.S.C.371. 



BACKGROUND 

On 26 June 2000, applicants filed international application PCT/DE00/02073, which 
claimed priority of an earlier German application filed 1 July 1999. A copy of the 
international application was communicated to the United States on 1 1 January 2001 . 

On 19 December 2000, a Demand for international preliminary examination, in which the 
United States was elected, was filed prior to the expiration of nineteen months from the priority date. 
Accordingly, the thirty-month period for paying the basic national fee in the United States expired at 
midnight on 02 January 2002 (01 January 2002 was a Federal holiday.) 

On 20 December-2001, applicant filed a "Transmittal Letter to the United States 

Designated/Elected Office (DO/EO/US) Concerning a Filing Under 35 U.S.C. 371", which 

was accompanied by, inter alia, an English translation of the international application and the 

basic national fee, charge to applicant's deposit account. The application was assigned serial 

no. 10/030,333 and treated as a filing under 35 U.S.C. 111. 

i 

A Notice entitled "Filing of 35 U.S.C. Ill Application" was mailed to applicants on 
01 April 2002 indicating that the 20 December 2001 filing was not "clearly identified as a 
submission to enter the national stage under 35 U.S.C. 371" and "was/processed as a regular 
U.S. application". 

On 15 April 2002, applicants filed the instant Response. 



DISCUSSION 

Any intended filing of an international application as a national stage application must 
clearly and unambiguously be identified as such and must satisfy all of the conditions set forth 
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in 35 U.S.C. 371(c). 

A review of the application file indicates that the transmittal letter filed on 20 December 
2000 clearly identified the application as a national stage application being filed under 35 
U.S.C. 371. The filing was mcorrectly treated as a filing under 35 U.S.C. 111. A review of 
the finance records indicate that applicant paid the basic national fee of $740. No conflicting 
instructions were found among the application papers. Accordingly, the original papers 
deposited on 20 December 2000 should have been accepted as a filing under 35 U.S.C. 371. 



U.S. application 10/030,333 is considerd the national stage application of international 
application PCT/DE00/O2073 . 

The "Filing of 35 U.S.C. Ill Application" mailed on 01 April 2002 is hereby 
VACATED 

This application is being forwarded to United States Designated/Elected Office 
(DO/EO/US) for further processing in accordance with this decision. A Notification of 
Missing Requirements will be issued indicating that an oath or declaration and the surcharge 
for filing the oath or declaration after the thirty month period is required. 



CONCLUSION 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Inventor(s) : Lettauetal. 

Serial No. : 10/030,333 

Filed : December 20, 2001 

For : METHOD AND DEVICE FOR ROLLING A STRIP OF 

VARYING THICKNESS 

Examiner ' : To Be Assigned 

Group Art Unit : To Be Assigned 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

RESPONSE 

I hereby certify that this paper is being deposited with the United States Postal 
Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Assistant Commissioner for 
Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231 on: 

27,551 

PTO Registration No 

April 12, 2002 

Date of Signature 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 

This is in response to the attached Notice which was mailed on April 1, 2002. 

The above-identified application was filed on December 20, 2001. The 
accompanying "Transmittal Letter" (copy enclosed) makes it clear that the application was 
submitted under 35 U.S.C. 371 for entry of the national phase of International Application No. 
PCT/DE00/2073. 
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Accordingly, Applicants believe that the papers as filed satisfied the requirements 
for treatment as the national stage of a PCT application and respectfully request that application 
papers filed under Serial No. 10/030,333 be accepted as a national stage filing, as the documents 
and instructions which were filed are in accordance with the Rules for a 35 U.S.C 371 
submission. 

No additional fees associated with this communication are required; however, the 
Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment of any such fees required to Deposit 
Account No. 02-4377. Two copies of this sheet are enclosed for this purpose. 

fespectfuljjj submitted, 

Date: April 12, 2002 By: 

"iPkdley B.^Geist 
|.No. 27,551 

Attorney for Applicant(s) 
(212) 408-2562 

BAKER BOTTS L.L.P. 
30 Rockefeller Plaza, 44th Floor 
New York, New York 101 12 
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